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Abstract— The study investigated the challenges
facing the administration of Universal Basic
schools in Abaji area council of FCT, Nigeria.
The survey research design was adopted for the
study. This design is used in this study to collect
data from Professionals in the basic schools’
administration in order to determine the
challenges facing administration of Basic Schools
in Abaji Area Council of FCT, Abuja, Nigeria.
The target population comprised 60 respondents
which include ten headmasters, ten Assistant
headmasters and forty head of departments in
selected public primary schools in Abaji area
council of FCT, Abuja, Nigeria. Random
sampling technique was employed to select the
sample population in the area council. The result
established that their challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic schools in
Abaji area council of FCT. The study identified
the challenges to include; inadequate fund,
corruption (looting of school fund), inadequate
infrastructural facilities, inadequate professional
teachers, large class size, inadequate of
instructional aids, unstable policies, ineffective
supervision, challenges of achieving quality and
poor motivation of teachers. The study also
revealed that 60(100%) of respondents agreed
the challenges facing the management of
primary schools is militating against the
achievement of objectives and is responsible for
the poor quality of education of primary schools.
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INTRODUCTION
Nigeria has a federal system of government with 36
states and the Federal Capital Territory of Abuja.
Within the states, there are 744 local governments
in total. Education is administered by the federal,
state and local governments. The Federal Ministry
of Education is responsible for overall policy
formation and ensuring quality control, but is
primarily involved with tertiary education. School
education is largely the responsibility of state
(secondary) and local (elementary) governments.
The country is multilingual, and home to more than
250 different ethnic groups. The languages of the
three largest groups, the Yoruba, the Ibo, and the
Hausa, are the language of instruction in the earliest
years of basic instruction; they are replaced by
English in Grade 4. (Jennifer, Nick ,& Caroline,
2017)
Nigeria’s education system encompasses three
different sectors: basic education (nine years), postbasic/senior secondary education (three years), and
tertiary education (four to six years, depending on
the program of study). According to Nigeria’s latest
National
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Policy on Education (2004), basic education covers
nine years of formal (compulsory) schooling
consisting of six years of elementary and three years
of junior secondary education. Post-basic education
includes three years of senior secondary education.
Basic education is also known as universal basic
education in Nigeria. (Jennifer, Nick, & Caroline,
2017).
In 1999, the Nigerian government launched the
Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme with
the objectives of providing compulsory and free
basic education all Nigerian child between the aged
6 to 15. The Universal Basic Education programme
was unable to take up immediately because it lack
the legal backing. Meanwhile, other activities
concerning the programme took off such as
construction of more school plant, provision of
teaching and learning aids and sensitization of the
general public.
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The scope of Universal Basic Education include:
the early child education programme, Basic
education, junior secondary school. The children
includes; Early Children Care and Development
Education (ECCDE) for Children aged 3-5 years;
primary school education for Children aged 6-11+
years for; and junior secondary school education for
Children aged 12-14+ years.
Basic education administration and management in
Nigeria is the responsibility of Local Education
Authorities (LGEAs) under the supervision of State
Universal Basic Education Boards (SUBEBs) and
the UBEC at the federal level. There are a large
number of other institutions, including: the National
Commission for Nomadic Education (NCNE), the
National Commission for Mass Literacy, Adult and
Non-formal
Education
(NMEC).
The
implementation of the Universal Basic Education
programme is overseen by the UBE Commission
(UBEC), with a range of other institutions
specifically responsible for education in the
country. (UNICEF,2017).
Basic education administration in Nigeria is the
responsibility of Local Education Authorities
COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY THE WORLDWIDE JOURNAL OF RESARCH

(LGEAs) under the supervision of State Universal
Basic Education Boards (SUBEBs) and the UBEC
at the federal level. The administration at the school
level is in the hands of the headmaster/headmistress
or school administrators.
The management and administration of basic
education in Nigeria is arranged from the federal to
the states government to the local government and
then to the school authority and others various
government agencies established to support the
development of basic education in Nigeria.
The administration of Universal Basic Schools at
the school level, the head teacher is a professional
and the administrative head. He/she plans,
organizes, directs and coordinates all the affairs of
staff and pupils. The head is assisted by an assistant
head teacher in his/her daily administration of the
school. There also head of departments that helps in
the management and administration of the school.
Teachers are at the instructional delivery level in the
classroom.
There are many challenges facing the management
and administration of primary schools at the school
level. This study is aim to investigate the challenges
facing the basic education
There are many challenges facing the managements
and administrations of basic education at the local
government level. Specifically, in Abaji area
council of FCT, Abuja, Nigeria. Research has it that
many public primary schools are not performing
well due to many challenges. The aim of this study
is to investigate the challenges facing the
management and administration of Primary Schools
in Abaji Area Council of FCT, Abuja, Nigeria.
LITERATURE REVIEW AND HYPOTHESES
DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT OF
ADMINISTRATION
Educational Administration is the systematic ways
of applying the human and materials resources to
achieve the educational goals. Educational
administration is utilization of educational resource
to realize educational objectives. Educational
administration is the act of combination different
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and available resources to achieve the educational
objectives.
According to National policy on education (2004),
administration is a function of organization and
structure, proprietorship and control, inspection and
supervision.
Educational
administration
involves
many
management instrument like planning, organizing,
controlling,
coordinating
and
evaluating
performance. These management instruments are
used to organize educational resources (materials
and human) to attain the desired educational
programme.
Nwankwo,
(1982)
viewed
educational
administration as the arrangement of human and
material resources and programmes available for
education and carefully using them systematically
for the achievement of educational objectives.
Educational administration doesn’t refer to any
single process rather different processes or aspects
constitute administration. These are planning,
organizing, directing, Coordinating and evaluation.
Administration in education deals with systematic
organization, arrangement, integration, evaluation
and co-ordination of both materials and human
resources in an effective and efficient ways to
realize the general educational objectives.

Page

29

The human resources in the educational institutions
include pupils, teachers, supervisors, administrators
and parents. The materials resources include the
teaching aids, infrastructural facilities and learning
instrument etc.
There are many challenges facing the
administrations of basic education at the local
government level. Specifically, in Abaji area
council of FCT, Abuja, Nigeria. Research has it that
many public primary schools are not performing
well due to many challenges. The aim of this study
is to investigate the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools in Abaji
Area Council of FCT, Abuja, Nigeria.
COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY THE WORLDWIDE JOURNAL OF RESARCH

The aim of this study is to investigate the challenges
facing the administration of Universal Basic
Education in Abaji area council of F.C.T, Abuja,
Nigeria. Specific objectives are to:
1. To find out if there are challenges facing
Universal Basic Schools in Abaji area council of
FCT
2. To find out the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools in Abaji
area council of FCT
3. To find out the effects of the challenges on the
administration of Universal Basic Schools
in Abaji area council of FCT
To direct this study, the researcher developed the
following research questions:
1. Are there are challenges facing the administration
of Universal Basic schools in Abaji area council?
2. What are challenges facing the administration of
Universal Basic schools in Abaji area council?
3. What are effects the challenges on the Universal
Basic schools in Abaji area council?

The National Policy on Education (2004) defines
primary school as “Education given in an institution
for children” normally aged 6-11. This is the level
that prepares pupils for Secondary Education. It is
necessary that basic skills are inculcated into
learners as specified in the objectives. Primary
school is the foundation for formal education on
which subsequent levels are built. Primary
education is the bedrock on which other levels of
education are built.
These objectives are considered in the section that
follows;
According to the National Policy on Education
(2004) the objectives of primary education as
follows:
a. The inculcation of permanent literacy and
numeracy and the ability to communicate
effectively.
b. The laying of a sound basis for scientific and
reflective thinking;
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c. Citizenship education as a basis for effective
participation in and contribution to the life of the
society.
d. Character and moral training and the
development of sound attitudes;
e. Developing in the child the ability to adapt to his
changing environment;
f. Giving the child opportunity for developing
manipulative skills that will enable him function
effectively in the society within the limits of his
capacity and;
g. Providing basic tools for further educational
advancement including preparation for trades and
crafts of the locality.
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Elementary education covers grades one through
six. As per the most recent Universal Basic
Education guidelines implemented in 2014, the
curriculum includes: English, Mathematics,
Nigerian language, basic science and technology,
religion and national values, and cultural and
creative arts, Arabic language (optional). Prevocational studies (home economics, agriculture,
and entrepreneurship) and French language are
introduced in grade 4 (Jennifer, Nick ,& Caroline,
2017).
There are many studies in regarding UNIVERSAL
Basic Education in Nigeria,. Some of the studies
included that of Christine & Hayatu (2014) they
carried out study to investigate the problems and
prospects in the learning of basic science in the
upper basic under the umbrella of the Universal
Basic Education programme. The purpose of the
study was to assess the UBE programme in Nigeria.
Six research questions guided the study. The
descriptive survey design was adopted. The target
population was 20,000 students and 150 teachers. A
random selection gave a sample of 200 students and
15 teachers. Two set of questionnaires were
employed. The simple percentage was adopted for
data analysis. The results revealed that the teaching
and learning of basic science in upper basic in
Kajuru Local Government Area of Kaduna State
has some problems such as lack of enough qualified
and competent teachers, high enrolment of students
with lack of adequate facilities.
COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY THE WORLDWIDE JOURNAL OF RESARCH

Issah (2016) conducted a research to assess whether
the universal basic education policy really have an
impact on access at the basic level. The study was
carried out on the premise that the universal basic
education policy has no impact on enrolment and
retention. The study used enrolment data from
randomly selected public basic schools. Ten (10)
each as treatment and control schools. Descriptive
statistics were used in the presentation of the data.
The data was enrolment figures taken from the
registers of the various schools under study. The
study found out that enrolment and retention are on
the increase. It again found out that girl’s dropout
rate was higher in control schools than boys. The
study concluded that girl’s enrolment and retention
is largely determined by the universal basic
education policy. It is therefore necessary for the
provision of incentives for girls and better facilities
to meet the increasing demand of enrolment and
retention.
Adeyemi & Adu (2010) carried out a research to
investigate enrolment analysis and physical
facilities for the Universal Basic Education (UBE)
programme in Ekiti State Nigeria. As a descriptive
survey, the study population comprised all the 748
primary and 182 junior secondary schools in the
State. The sample for the study was identical with
the population as all the schools were involved in
the study. The instruments used for the study were
two inventories, one for primary schools and the
other for the junior secondary schools. The data
collected were analyzed using frequencies,
percentages and ratio. The findings showed that
there was a rise in enrolment growth rate in UBE
schools. The class-size was however, low in
primary schools but high in junior secondary
schools. The progression rates were high in both
levels of education while the physical facilities were
not adequate. It was concluded that the provision of
physical facilities did not match the enrolment
growth rate of pupils in primary and junior
secondary schools in the State.
Adamu & Adole (2015) did a study titled: challenges
of the Implementation of Universal Basic Eduction
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programme in Yobe State, Nigeria and prospects for
2015 and beyond has largely been shaped by the
recent events in the country, specifically the
problems confronting the education sector and the
Nigerian government responses; the government
efforts in initiating various measures through its
policies, programmes and institutions to improve
the education sector in Yobe state and Nigeria
generally have become a major source of concern to
observers and scholars. The study therefore
attempted assesses the implementation of the
Universal Basic Education in Yobe state and its
prospect for 2015 and beyond. To achieve this
objective therefore, the study used the primary and
secondary sources of data collection. Charts for data
analysis were drawn using the 2003 Microsoft
Excel XP Version10 package while the Analysis of
Variance (ANOVA) and Spearman Rank Order
(RHO) were used to test the null hypothesis. A
sample of 243 respondents was randomly selected
from six local government areas of Yobe. The
System theory was used as the main theoretical
framework. From the data analyzed, it was found
that the programme recorded a very poor
performance in the area of pupils’ teacher ratio,
where the minimum ratio of 1:40 is abuse. In all the
schools visited both primary and junior secondary
sections had the minimum of a teacher to fifty pupil
(1:50 and above). Again, it was observed that the
qualifications of teachers ranged from certificate A3-year post-secondary education, certificate A- 4years post middle, Diploma in Basic Education;
Senior School certificate holders and second degree
holders with the least number. The study thus
recommends amongst others that more qualified
teachers should be recruited and special salary
structure should be designed for them, by doing that
at least many people will develop interest for the
teaching profession and shortage of teachers will be
overcome in Yobe state, Nigeria.
John , Sele & Helen (2011) carried out a study that
investigated teachers’ involvement in implementing
the basic science and technology curriculum in
primary schools in WSLGA (Warri South Local
Government Area) of Delta State. It sought to
identify the availability of the document in primary
COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY THE WORLDWIDE JOURNAL OF RESARCH

schools and teachers’ knowledge of the objectives
and activities specified in the curriculum. Interview
and questionnaire were used to collect data from
headmasters and basic science and technology
teachers. The results showed that teachers are not
involved in the implementation of the curriculum.
This is evident from the fact that primary science
teachers do not have knowledge of the curriculum
in terms of the objectives and activities. Secondly,
the curriculum was not available in most of the
schools.
Molagun, (2007) examined the consequences of
overcrowded classroom on the implementation of
UBE objectives in 1 = 35 at the primary school
level in Kwara State. Purposive sampling technique
was used to select one hundred and thirty eight
(138) primary school teachers used for the study.
The data collected were analyzed using frequency
count and percentages. Results of the investigation
showed that close to 60% of primary school
teachers in Ilorin metropolis faces the problem of
large class size i.e over population in their classes.
The investigation also revealed several problems
being faced by teachers who teach over crowed
classes. This ugly situation reflects the lukewarm
attitude of the government towards the promotion of
qualitative Education. Recommendation were made
on the need for the government to provide more
modern classrooms for schools and also repair the
dilapidated ones in order to allow for the successful
attainment of the UBE objectives at the primary
school level.
Yetunde (2013) conducted a study to find out the
most serious effects of overcrowded classroom on
teacher-student interactions and the frequently used
coping strategies adopted by the teachers Using
Spearman's rho correlation coefficient, a weak
positive correlation was found between the opinion
of teachers and students on the most serious effects
of over-crowded classrooms, while a moderate
positive correlation was found in their opinions on
the coping strategies. Both sides however
considered rampant noise making as the -most
serious problem. Findings showed that over
crowdedness diminishes the quantity and quality of
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teaching and learning with serious implications for
attainment of educational goals. To solve this
problem, it is suggested that both the Federal and
State Governments make the building of additional
classrooms and provision of students' furniture a
priority in their educational planning at all levels.
Onele & Aja (2016) did a study that examined the
issue of instructional supervision in primary schools
of Onueke educational zone of Ebonyi state. The
purpose of the study was to find out the problems
militating against effective instructional supervision
in the zone. Four research questions guided the
study and descriptive survey research design was
employed. The population comprised of 1320
teachers in 21 primary schools in the area. Simply
random sampling was used to select 100 teachers
from ten selected schools. A 20 item research made
questionnaire was used for data collection. The
instrument received face validation and was
subjected to reliability test using ttest. This was
analyzed using Pearson Moment Product
Correlation Coefficient and it yielded coefficient of
Study Population/Size
We used survey research design for the study. This
design is used in this study to collect data from
Professional in the primary schools management
and administration in order to determine the
challenges facing the administration of Universal
Basic schools in Abaji area council of FCT, Abuja,
Nigeria. The target population comprised 60
respondents which include ten headmasters, ten
Assistant headmasters and forty head of
departments in selected Universal Basic schools in
Abaji area council of FCT, Abuja, Nigeria. Random
sampling technique was employed to select the
sample population in the area council.
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Method of Measurement
We developed the research instrument titled
‘Challenges Facing the Management and
Administration of Primary Schools Questionnaire’
(CFMAPSSQ). Three research questions and two
hypotheses were used for the study. The research
questions have fourteen items sub-questions. The
COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY THE WORLDWIDE JOURNAL OF RESARCH

0.75. Mean score were to analyze the data collected.
The findings revealed that inadequate personnel,
poor funding, poor transportation network and
inadequate materials are the problems hindering the
effective supervision of institutions. Finally the
paper recommended among others that government
should recruit more qualified personnel into the
supervisory unit in different Education Board or
ministry.
In reference to the above literature reviewed, it is
clear that many researcher have not actually
consider researching on the challenges facing
management and administration of primary school
at the school level in Nigeria and in particularly in
Abaji area council of FCT, Nigeria. Based on this
research gap, this study seeks to investigate the
challenges
facing
the
management
and
administration of primary schools in Abaji Area
Council of FCT, Abuja, Nigeria.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
response options with values assigned to them are:
Strongly Agree (SA)...4; Agree (A)...3; Disagree
(D)...2;
Strongly
Disagree
(SD)...1.
The
questionnaire was validated by two lecturers from
University of Abuja department of educational
administration. The reliability of the instrument was
determined through the test re-test method. Five (5)
copies of the instrument were administered to five
teachers in other basic primary school in Kuje area
council for an interval of two weeks, the
questionnaire was re-administered to the same
teachers. The scores of the first and second
administrations were correlated using Pearson
Product moment Correlation Co-efficient statistic
and the correlation co-efficient value stood at 0.77
which was considered high enough to confirm the
instrument reliable. Copies of the questionnaire
were then administered by the researchers directly.
Statistical Analysis
Data were collected using and analyzed using
frequency and percentages. Chi-square was used to
test the null hypotheses.
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RESULTS

Research Question One: Are there are challenges facing the administration of Universal Basic schools in
Abaji area council?
Responses on if there are challenge facing the management and administration of Universal Basic schools in
Abaji area council. Table one

N/S

Item

SA

S

%

SD

D

TOTA

%

1

Are there challenges facing 25
15
66.66
12
2
33.33
100
the
administration
of
Universal Basic Schools in
Abaji area council?
Table one item one in respect of if there are challenges facing management and administration of primary
schools revealed that 40(66.66%) of respondents agreed that there are challenges facing the administration
of Universal Basic Schools while 20(33.33%) of the respondents disagreed.
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Research Question Two: What are challenges facing the administration of Universal Basic schools in
Abaji area council?
Responses: on challenges facing the administration of Universal Basic schools in Abaji area council

N/S

The following are the
challenges facing the
administration of Universal
Basic Schools in Abaji area
council of FCT.

1
2

Inadequate fund
Corruption (looting of school
fund)
Inadequate professional
teachers
Large class size
Inadequate infrastructural
facilities

3
4
5

COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY THE WORLDWIDE JOURNAL OF RESARCH

Table Two
SA
S

%

SD

D

%

TOTA

35
20

25
17

100
61.66

15

8

38.33

100
100

22

16

63.33

13

9

36.66

100

38
31

22
29

100
100

-

-

-

100
100
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6

Inadequate of instructional aids

24

17

68.33

10

9

31.66

100

7
8
9

Unstable policies
Ineffective supervision
Challenge of achieving quality

20
26
29

15
14
20

58.33
66.66
81.66

14
13
6

11
7
5

41.44
33.33
18.33

100
100
100

10

Poor Motivation of Teachers

38

22

100

-

-

-

100

11

Unqualified teachers

22

17

Table two item one in respect of inadequate fund
revealed that 60(100%) of respondents agreed that
inadequate fund is one of the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools.
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Table two item two in respect of corruption (looting
of school fund) revealed that 37(61.66%) of
respondents agreed that corruption (looting of
school fund) is one of the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools while
23(38.33%) of the respondents disagreed.

65
13
8
35
100
respondents agreed that inadequate professional
teachers is one of the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools while
22(36.66%) of the respondents disagreed.
Table two item four in respect of Large class size
revealed that 60(100%) of respondents agreed that
large class size is one of the challenges facing the
administration of primary schools.

Table two item three in respect of inadequate
professional teachers revealed that 38(63.33%) of

Table two item five in respect of inadequate
infrastructural facilities revealed that 60(100%) of
respondents agreed that inadequate infrastructural
facilities is one of the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools.

Table two item six in respect of inadequate of
instructional aids revealed that 41(68.33%) of
respondents agreed that inadequate of instructional
aids is one of the challenges facing the
administration of primary school while 19(31.66%)
of the respondents disagreed.

Table two item nine in respect challenge of
achieving quality revealed that 49(81.66%) of
respondents agreed that challenge of achieving
quality is one of the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools while
11(18.33%) of the respondents disagreed.

Table two item seven in respect of unstable policies
revealed that 35(58.33%) of respondents agreed that
unstable educational policies is one of the
challenges facing administration of primary school
while 25(41.44%) of the respondents disagreed.

Table two item ten in respect of poor motivation of
teachers revealed that 60(100%) of respondents
agreed that poor motivation of teachers is one of the
challenges
facing
the
management
and
administration of primary schools.

Table two item eight in respect of ineffective
supervision revealed that 40(66.66%) of
respondents agreed that ineffective supervision is
one of the challenges facing the administration of
Universal Basic Schools while 20(33.33%) of the
respondents disagreed.

Table two item eleven in respect of unqualified
teachers revealed that 39(65%) of respondents
agreed that unqualified teachers is one of the
challenges facing the administration of Universal
Basic Schools while 21(35%) of the respondents
disagreed.
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Research Question Three: What are effects the
challenges on the Universal Basic schools in Abaji
area council?
Table Three
N/S
The following are the effects the SA
challenges on the Primary school
education development

%

SD

D

%

TOTA

Militate against the achievement of 43
primary school objectives

17

100

-

-

-

-

2

Leads to poor quality education

21

100

-

-

-

-

39

RESULTS Of DISCUSSIONS

35

S

1

Table three item one respect of the effects of
challenges on administration of primary schools
revealed that 60(100%) of respondents agreed the
challenges facing the administration of primary
schools is militating against the achievement of
primary school objectives.
Table three item two respect of the effects of
challenges on administration of primary schools
revealed that 60(100%) of respondents agreed the
challenges facing the management of primary
schools is responsible for the poor quality
education.
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Responses on: Effects the challenges on the Primary
school education development.

Regarding if there are challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools in Abaji
area council. Table one item one in respect of if
there are challenges facing the administration of
Universal Basic Schools revealed that 40(66.66%)
of respondents agreed that there are challenges
facing the management and administration of
primary school while 20(33.33%) of the
respondents disagreed. This implies that the
majorities of the teachers agreed that there are
challenges
facing
the
management
and
administration of primary schools. This result
supported the submission of Alabi (2013) who
submitted that are a lot of challenges facing the
management of primary schools in Nigeria.
COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY THE WORLDWIDE JOURNAL OF RESARCH

To confirm if inadequate funding is a challenge.
Table two item one in respect of inadequate fund
revealed that 60(100%) of respondents agreed that
inadequate fund is one of the challenges facing the
management of primary schools. This implies that
the majorities of the teachers agreed that inadequate
fund is one of the challenges facing the
management of primary schools. This result
supported the conclusion of Ogunode (2009) who
disclosed that the major challenge facing basic
education in Nigeria is inadequate funding.
Table two item two in respect of corruption (looting
of school fund) revealed that 37(61.66%) of
respondents agreed that corruption (looting of
school fund) is one of the challenges facing the
management of primary school while 23(38.33%)
of the respondents disagreed. This implies that the
majorities of the teachers agreed that corruption
(looting of school fund) is one of the challenges
facing the management of primary schools. This
result supported the submission of Musa (2016)
who opined that many funds allocated for the
development of basic education ends up in the
private hands.
In respect of if inadequate professional teachers is a
challenge. Table two item three showed that
38(63.33%) of respondents agreed that inadequate
professional teachers is one of the challenges facing
the management of primary school while
22(36.66%) of the respondents disagreed. This
implies that the majorities of the teachers agreed
that inadequate professional teacher is one of the
challenges facing the administration of Universal
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Basic Schools. This result supported the submission
of Ngada (2008) who disclosed that the availability
of professional teachers in our schools is low.
World-Bank (2015) report that pointed out that
most schools in sub-Saharan Africa suffer from
very poor conditions of learning in dilapidated or
half-completed buildings, insufficient furniture,
overcrowded classrooms, inadequate learning
materials, poorly educated and motivated teachers,
and the use of recitation as the dominant vehicle for
learning (World Bank, 2015).
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Concerning if large class size is a challenge. Table
two item four disclosed that 60(100%) of
respondents agreed that large class size is one of the
challenges facing the management of primary
schools. This means that the majorities of the
teachers agreed that large class size is one of the
challenges facing the administration of Universal
Basic Schools. This result supported the submission
of NEMIS 2015 that some schools in Nigeria
already have more than 300 pupils per class and
both trainee and practicing teachers do not receive
the support they need to build adequate
competencies to ensure children learning.

Result collected in table two item five in respect of
inadequate infrastructural facilities showed that
60(100%) of respondents agreed that inadequate
infrastructural facilities is one of the challenges
facing the administration primary schools. This
implies that the majorities of the teachers agreed
that inadequate infrastructural facilities are one of
the challenges facing the administration of
Universal Basic Schools. This result supported the
submission of Adeyemi & Adu (2010) who
submitted that the data collected were analyzed
using frequencies, percentages and ratio. The
findings showed that there was a rise in enrolment
growth rate in UBE schools. The class-size was
however, low in primary schools but high in junior
secondary schools. The progression rates were high
in both levels of education while the physical
facilities were not adequate. It was concluded that
the provision of physical facilities did not match the
COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY THE WORLDWIDE JOURNAL OF RESARCH

enrolment growth rate of pupils in primary and
junior secondary schools in the State.
Table two item six in respect of inadequate of
instructional aids revealed that 41(68.33%) of
respondents agreed that inadequate of instructional
aids is one of the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools while
19(31.66%) of the respondents disagreed. This
means that the majorities of the teachers agreed that
inadequate of instructional aids is one of the
challenges facing the management of primary
schools. This result supported the submission of
Moses (2015) who observed that about 80% or
more of students in Nigeria do not have a textbook
for a subject, about 60% of primary students do not
have a mathematics or English textbook, and
materials in languages other than English are scarce.
Musa (2016) also affirmed to the fact that most
basic schools in the country do not have adequate
instructional materials.
Table two item seven in respect of unstable policies
revealed that 35(58.33%) of respondents agreed that
unstable educational policies is one of the
challenges facing administration of primary school
while 25(41.44%) of the respondents disagreed.
This implies that the majorities of the teachers
agreed that unstable educational policies are one of
the challenges facing the management of primary
schools. This result is in line with Musa (2016) who
observed that the instability in the educational
policies in the country is limiting the development
of education.
Regarding table two item eight in respect of
ineffective supervision, the result obtained showed
that 40(66.66%) of respondents agreed that
ineffective supervision is one of the challenges
facing the management and administration of
primary school while 20(33.33%) of the
respondents disagreed. This showed that the
majorities of the teachers agreed that ineffective
supervision is one of the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools. This
result agreed with the finding of Musa (2016) who
concluded that the government agencies for
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supervision and inspection in the country are weak
and ineffective.
Concerning table two item nine in respect challenge
of achieving quality, the result collected showed
that 49(81.66%) of respondents agreed that
challenge of achieving quality is one of the
challenges facing the administration of Universal
Basic Schools while 11(18.33%) of the respondents
disagreed. This result showed that the majorities of
the teachers agreed that challenge of achieving
quality is one of the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools. This
result supported the submission of World-Bank
(2017) which submitted that the quality of basic
education, measured in terms of student learning
outcomes, is low in Nigeria. According to
international standards, children who have
completed grade 3 are expected to be fully literate.
Yet in Nigeria only 66 percent of public school
students can read at least one of three words and 78
percent can add single digits after completing grade
4 (2015 NEDS). In terms of variation across the
States, a test administered to grade 4 pupils as part
of the 2013 Service Delivery Indicator (SDI)
Survey produced an overall low score of 32 percent,
with the two southern states leading the ranking (59
and 54 percent) and the two northern states with
significantly lower scores (23 and 20 percent).
Table two item ten in respect of poor motivation of
teachers disclosed that 60(100%) of respondents
agreed that poor motivation of teachers is one of the
challenges
facing
the
management
and
administration of primary schools. This implies that
the majorities of the teachers agreed that poor
motivation of teachers is one of the challenges
facing the management of primary schools. This
result supported the submission of Adelabu (2005)
who discovered that in Nigeria, teacher’s
motivation is very poor and teachers are also
dissatisfied with their working environment and
salary conditions. The reason behind the poor
motivation of teachers is that they having low
salaries as compared to other professionals, poor
work environment, no decision making authority,
and also not giving them opportunity of develop
their career.
COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY THE WORLDWIDE JOURNAL OF RESARCH

Regarding table two item eleven in respect of
unqualified teachers, the result collected revealed
that 39(65%) of respondents agreed that unqualified
teachers is one of the challenges facing the
administration of primary school while 21(35%) of
the respondents disagreed. This implies that the
majorities of the teachers agreed that unqualified
teacher is one of the challenges facing the
administration of primary schools. This result
supported the submission of National Education
Management Information System (NEMIS) in 2015
showed an official study which summarized the key
challenges in education quality in Nigeria. These
include non-compliance with adopted benchmark
qualifications for primary-school teachers, teacher
absenteeism, large class sizes in many primary
schools, vulnerability of children as victims of
conflict, disability, HIV/AIDS, and the need for
children to earn household income.
Table three item one respect of the effects of
challenges on administration of Universal Basic
Schools revealed that 60(100%) of respondents
agreed the challenges facing the management of
primary schools is militating against the
achievement of Universal Basic Education
objectives. This implies that the majorities of the
teachers agreed that the challenges facing the
administration of Universal Basic Schools is
militating against the achievement of Universal
Basic Education objectives.
Concerning table three item two in respect of the
effects of challenges on administration of Universal
Basic Schools, the result collected disclosed that
60(100%) of respondents agreed the challenges
facing the administration of primary schools is
responsible for the poor quality education. This
implies that the majorities of the teachers agreed
that the challenge facing the administration of
Universal Basic Schools is responsible for the poor
quality education.
CONCLUSION
The objective of the research is to investigate the
challenges facing the administration of Universal
Basic Schools in Abaji area council of FCT, Abuja,
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Nigeria. After the analysis of the research findings,
it was concluded that;
= 60(100%) of respondents agreed that inadequate
fund is one of the challenges facing the
management of primary schools.
= 37(61.66%) of respondents agreed that corruption
(looting of school fund) is one of the challenges
facing the management of primary schools.
= 38(63.33%) of respondents agreed that inadequate
professional teachers is one of the challenges facing
the management of primary schools.
= 60(100%) of respondents agreed that large class
size is one of the challenges facing the management
of primary schools.
= 41(68.33%) of respondents agreed that inadequate
of instructional aids is one of the challenges facing
the management and administration of primary
schools.
= 60(100%) of respondents agreed that inadequate
infrastructural facilities is one of the challenges
facing the management of primary schools.
= 35(58.33%) of respondents agreed that unstable
policies is one of the challenges facing the
management and administration of primary schools.
= 40(66.66%) of respondents agreed that ineffective
supervision is one of the challenges facing the
management and administration of primary schools.
= 49(81.66%) of respondents agreed that challenge
of achieving quality is one of the challenges facing
the management and administration of primary
school.
= 60(100%) of respondents agreed that poor
motivation of teachers is one of the challenges
facing the management and administration of
primary schools.
= 39(65%) of respondents agreed that inadequate of
unqualified teachers is one of the challenges facing
the management and administration of primary
schools.
= 60(100%) of respondents agreed the challenges
facing the management of primary schools is
militating against the achievement of objectives and
is responsible for the poor quality of education of
primary schools.
From the above research conclusion, it is clear that
the objectives of this study have been achieved
COPYRIGHT © 2020 BY THE WORLDWIDE JOURNAL OF RESARCH

since the result of the study have established that
there challenges facing the administration of
Universal Basic Schools in Abaji, Area Council of
FCT. The study identified the challenges to include;
inadequate fund, corruption (looting of school
fund),
inadequate
infrastructural
facilities,
inadequate professional teachers, large class size,
inadequate of instructional aids, unstable policies,
ineffective supervision, challenge of achieving
quality, poor motivation of teachers and inadequate
of unqualified teachers. The study also revealed that
60(100%) of respondents agreed the challenges
facing the administration of Universal Basic
Schools is militating against the achievement of
objectives of Universal Basic Education and is
responsible for the poor quality of
education of Universal Basic Schools.
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